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This bibliography has been compiled as part of a contiriuing series designed 
to make information on relevant dissertations available to users of the ERIC 
system. Monthly issues of Digsertation Abstracts International are reviewed in 
order to compile abstracts of dissertations on related topics, which thus become 
accessible in searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering information for the dis- 
sertations themselves is included at the end Of the bibliography, * »• 

Abstracts of the following dissertations are included in this collection: 



Barros, Maria Dirce Do Val 
MONTEIRO LOBATO AND THE RENEWAL OF 
.CHILDREN'S LITERATURE IN BRAZIL 

Bartlett, Bertrice Crowe 
SPEAKING OF NOTHING: A* STUDY OF 
NEGATIVES IN THE CONTEXTS OF LIT- 
ERATURE 

Bennett, Priscilla B. 
HUMOROUS CHILDREN'S LITERATURE 
DIVERGENT THINKING 




Buss^N^y Richard 
DEVELOPMENT^ OF CHILDREN'S ABILITY 
TO APPREHENT) AND DISTRIBUTE ATTEN- ^ 
TION TO IMPORTANT ELEMENTS IN PROSE 

Cardwell, Patricia Brown 
DEATH AND THE CHILD: 'AN HISTORICAL 
ANALYSIS OF SELECTEP PURITAN WORKS 
OF CHILDREN'S LITERATURE WITH IM- 
PLICATIONS FOR MODERl^ EDUCATION 

Cochran-Smith, Marilyn 

fEE MAKING OF A READER: A CASE 

ixUDY OF PRESCHOOL LITERARY SOCIAL- 

Com*pton, Donna Day 
THE COMIC UNIVERSE: HUMOR IN THE 
SCIENCE FICTION SHORT STORY, 
1940-1960 ^ 

Copeland, Jeffrey Scott 
THE INFLUENCE ^OF THE INTERACTION 
EFFECT OF SUBJECT MATTER AND f6RM 
OF SELECTED POEMS ON THE POETRY PRE- 
FERENCES OF ELEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS 

Davis, William Lamar, III 
SCIENCE, POETRY, FREE PLAY 

Ellison, Carolyn Elizabeth 
A STUDY TO DETERMINE THE CREDI- 
BILITY OF FOSTER HOME SITUATIONS 
;.i^OfRtRAYED IN CONTEMPORARY REALIS- 
TIC FICTION FOR PURPOSES OF READING 
GUIDANCE 

Gross, Jacqeulyn Lee Wagoner 
DIFFERENCES IN LITERARY RESPONSE 
TO A FAIRY TALE AND AN INSTRUC- 
TIONAL STORY^BY FOURTH-GRADE 
READERS 



Heit2man, Judy Page 
THE EFFECTS OF READING LITERATURE. 
AND TEACHING CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT 
ON NINTy GRADERS' ATTITUDES TOWARD 
THE MEIJTALLY HANDICAPPED 

Hepler, Su^an Ingrid 
PATTERNS OF RESPONSE TO LITERATURE: 
A ONE-YEAR STUDY OF A FIFTH AND 
SIXTH GRADE CLASSROOM 

lacconi, Rosemary R, 

PROBLEM SOLVING USING CHILDREN'S 

LITERATURE: A CURRICULUM PLAN 

FOR THE PRIMARY GRADES . 
* 

Kaufman, Melissa Mullis 
MALE AND FEMALE SEX ROLES IN LIT- 
ERATURE FOR ADOLESCENTS, 1840-1972^: 
A HISTORICAL SURVEY 

Knepper, Marty Steele 
RADICAL AND REVISIONARY: AN EXAM- 
INATION OF FEMINIST LITERARY 
CRITICISM, ITS THEORY, STYLE, AND 
POLITICS 

Miller, No^a S. 

THE F^ORMAL OPERATIONAL DEMANDS OF 
LINGUI^IC CONNECTIVES IN PROSE 
TEXT 



Mitchell, Judith Naughton 
CHANGES IN ADOLESCENT LITERATURE 
WITH HOMOSEXUAL MOTIFS; THEMES; 
AND* CHARACTERS 



Shepherd, Renee Miriam 

AWFUL FUN: CHILDHOOD IN NINETEENTH 

CE^^TURY CHILDREN'S LITERATURE 

Tevis, Glenna Jane 

THE EFFECTS OF SYSTEMATICALLY CALL- 
""iNG ATTENTION TO PRINT IN B(;^pKS ON 
yomG CHILDREN'S AWARENESS OF PRINT 
AND CONCEPTS OF READING . 
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Wade-Maltais, Joyce 
RESPONSES OF COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
READERS TO. A SHORT STORY VfHEN 
AUDIENCE EXPECTATIONS ARE NOT 
KNOWN: NEUTRAL CORNERS FOR OB- . 
JECTIVE AND PRAGMATIC CRITICISM 

Walker, Harriet Thomas 

goals for teaching literature to 
college-bound studq^tsr an in- 
vIestigation of priorities as 
perceived by high school teach- 

ERS» COtLEGE PROFESSORS, AND 
COLLEGE STUDENTS 

Walker, Myrtle Lee Garner 
THE PORTRAYAIf OF BLACKS, MEXICAN- 
AMERICANS, AND INDIANS IN SELECTED 
TEXAS-ADOPTED SECONDARY AMERICAN 
LITERATURE TEXTBOOKS 

Wood, 'Karen Dufson 
THE DIFFERENTIAL EFFECTS OF IN- 
SPERSED QUESTIONS ON LEARNING 
FROM TEXT 



.MOrUEIRO LOBATO AND THE "^^^^K^'^.^^'^'^elg, 
LITERATURE IN BRAZft , ^"If' !L 

B*n«os.M*R.*D,RC£DoV*uPHD Tulane University, 142pp. 
Co-chairmen. Alm.rC Bruneti. Nancy J Nystrom 

,n sp-te 61 the tremendous popularity ^nioyed ^y M°"teiro 
Lobat^s twokstor children, and despite the ^P^.f ^„^^P°P"7hL> 
bevoMi Braill. stud.es ol hs works have generally been scarce Those 

Brazil down new. B.veijpe and relevant paths. 



SPEAKING OF NOTHt)^ A STUDY OF NEGATIVES IN THE 
CONTEXTS OF LITERATURE ^ OrtJerNo DA8223?63 

Bartleti. Bff.T.,-C£ C^O^Pni) Washington Un,^ers>ty, 1982 
194pp C^alfrpan CarteM^eva''d 

This St.-*, argues that ve^ba' negatives, because of their linguistic^ 
-€ompiex.t> c.-^g-jt.ve complexity, emotive force, ar^d oner^tat.on 
toward the reade-: mteract vMtS other elemer^ls of the text to add a 
potenTats'^-Vc d'-eris.or^to the experience of readir^a^'^^^sture 
VerballV r^e;at.ves cancel other elemer^ts of the te^ct, creatir^g a 
vanety of bacVv^ard checks to the forward movemer^t of the readii^ 
orocess Trt ca-ce1.r^g power bu.lt mtncately ir^to the gram-^-r of 
English g negative te^r-s an<} sentenct^s potential fo^a range of 
rhetorical e*V:ts m d-f^er.ng forrT.i>, negatives sery^ to mcfea^r 
intellecti' • de'-sit, he.ghten emot-onal fo'ce pomt and soggest 
dontrast^ ca'^ce' a^d jmpiar^t expectations They also, by 
circumlocut -n and ev?S'on, .ntroduce small purrles and myster^es 
into the reading experience and involve the reader m semantic games 
or verbal conundrun^b - . . . ^ 

Witho tne text n^gat-ve statements {and to some extent negative 
terms) carry ve^ai levels of meaning s-muitaneoubiy In themselves 
ambiguc.^ and mdetcmmate. they prompt the reader to search for 
clarificat.c-. .n thfe surrounding texl Becaus: the> raise alternative 
poss.bil.t^es they enL-.gt the context •Within .^.hich affirmative 
statements are und-rstood and thus bnng m a level of evaluation As 
evaluations denying ,ud^e^ent. expect?^^ons, or beliefs negatives 
raise questions about the source of evaluation The reader must 
locate w.thtr, the relations of the text author^ reader, characters the 
origin both ctlhe beUef denied and of the dema! Beca^^f of their 
assocat-c-s irt individual ps>chology. human socia' behavior, and 
language .tsyr, evaluation;^ under negation a'ways to some extent 
addreso and .r.pi.cate the reader, m the forms of rejections and 
prohibitions ^s.stcntlyso But on the Surface of the tevttheyprov.de 
suhllerr^eansfo- indicating a character's psychological conflict for 
intruding the authonal vdce establishing dual awarene^ 

The m...t striking irtteiplay of the possihilit.es brought ir^to the te^ 
byneg^ition ho^eve^ ,s between the linguistic level of .verbally 
evoked V L.^' images and the cognitive levels of cancellation ar>d 
e^aluat.ofi B-cau<^e readers respond mor4 quickly to .magi^tic than 
to cogn.t .0 language negated images engage the reader s 
imag.nat ,n constructiri^ elaborate visualizations of rr^atters 
paradox ca.i> da-med to be absent, unseen, imperceptible, or untrue 



^ HUMOROUS CHIUDREN'S LITERATURE AND DIVERGENT 

THINKING .OKJerNo.DA8216877 
Bennett. Priscilua B . Ph D University ofS^uth Florida. 1982 
120PP Major Professors A Edward Upnchard. Frances S Golorlh 

The mam purpose of tf^s study was to discover if students who 
listened to humorobs passages of children's literature scored higher 
on divergent thinking as measured on Torrance Tests of Creative 
Thinking (TTCT) than students who listened to non humorous 
passage^S^e independent variables were ^ (a) humorous and non- 
humorou^ssages. (b) low divergent and high divergent passages, 
and (c) routine, dramatic, and taped reading The dependent 
variables were (a) results on the TTCT. and (b) results on an 
opinionnaire which measured UV^og of the passage. 

The subjects were 144 fifth grade students m groups of 12 each 
group from a different school These 1 2 groups formed a 2 x 2 x 3 
* factorial design Each group received one treatment combination arxJ 
was evaluated by both evaluation instruments The mean scores on 
the tests from each group were analyzed with a set of planned 
orthogonal comparisons. , *» 

^ The results did not show that listening to humorous literature 

resulted in significantly higher divergent responses than did Istening 
to non-humorous Rather, it was shown thatlistenpg to low divergent 
passages resulted in significantly higher (p< 05) TTCT scores than 
listening to high divergent passages It was theorized that the high 
divergent passages inhibited listener divergency by being such good 
eSesSstener divergency was not required Listening lo non- 
hu moS?sL^^^^^ in the tge^i^resentatlon was the exception to 

, '''\Somparison between routine and dramatic reading resulted in 
sianificarMly higher (p < .06) TTCT scores for the dramatic reading. 
?h^sfind?nS^ 

reading whep the production of divergent responses is.^esired. 

U^as hy^thesized th^i the subject matter of the Passages was an . 
additional factor.interacting with the method of PresenJatKjn. When 
- the subiect matter of the passage might have provoked adutt 

disapproval, significantly higher (p < .05) ^ -urgent re^pon^ result^^ 
from the taped presentations where there was no adult present 
Similarly, when the subject of the passage might have e^^^^ 
peer disapproval, significantly higher (p < 05) divergi5nt ^^^ses 
resulted from the taped presentation where there were no peers 
present. • ~ • ' 



DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN'S ABILITY TO APPREHEND 
AND DISTRIBUTE ATTENTION TO IMPORTANT ELEMENTS IN 
ppQ5£ .Order No. DA8208291 

Buss. Ray Richard. Ph.D The University of-^isconsin • Madison, 
1981 170pp Supervisor, Professor Steven R Yussen 

The development of children's ability to apprehend and distribute 
attention to imporlant elements in prose was investigated in two >^ 
experiments Previous research provided indirect evidence that 
* increases in metacognitive abilities (e g.. selective attention 
* processes) among older subjects were related to increased 
• performance on recall, etc In the present experiments, a more ^ 
sophistioated method was used to examine this claim Two hundred- 
fony 3rd-. 5th-. and 7th-graders. and college students parltcipated in 
the two experiments Subjects were randomly assigned to one of two 
perspectives-burglar or control They read a test passage consisting 
of 58 idea units which wee* of two types (i e . burglar relevant and 
burglar-irrelevant) An Apple computer presented each of the idea 
units for the test Vassage (and for a covariate reading rate passage) 
one-at-a-time and measured the reading time for each unit In 
Expenmgcrti?. the computer also presented a set of inserted probes to 
measure "intensity of attention" during reading After subjects read 
the test passage, they were tested, on recall, probed recall, and idea 
unit imponance rating measures Results from Experiments 1 and 2 
formed a corfiplex. but consistent pattern Grade effects were found 
for recall and probed recall Perspective effects were observed for 
recall and imporlance rating measures However, in the present 
developmental context, significant interactions of idea unit type with 
the grade and perspective variables were more critical Dmerential 
performance on burglar-relevant idea units for recall, probed recall. 
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and importance rating measures indicated thaj older subjects as t^eV 
ts expenmenttl subjects made better use of th^ perspective , \ 
instructions to facilitate their pedormance These i^sufts were 
interpreted in terrns of Increases in older subject's rh^ta cognitive 
abilities Specifically, otdei and expef imentai subjects^^re better 
able to use perspective instructions to construct a schema v^^hich 
se^ed as an orgarljzing framework for the text Thus, the sct^ma may* 
have facilitated encoding and cetneval processes Therefore. ^ 
differential performance foi recall, piobed recaU, and importance ^ 
ralipg measures can be accourited for by (1) an increasing sensitivity^, 
to task demands and use of appropriate strategies (i e,, metacognitive ' 
ability) by older subjects who (2) used an appiopnate schema 
rinatty. implications for teaching reading to school aged children 
were discussed 



DEATH AND THE CHILD. AN HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF 
SELECTED PUWTAN WORKS OF CHILDREN'S LITERATURE 
WrTH IMPLICATIONS FOR MODERN EDUCATION 

Order No. DA8221473 
CahDweul. Patricia Brown. Pm 0 The Catholic University of 
i^mer/ca, 1982 43lpp 

This study analyzes the concept of death prl^nted to Puritan 
chjildren and draws fi'om these findings implications for modern 
education The author initially establishes special nee^isof children 
regarding death as determined by modern psycholdgical find»ngs 
Specific cofH^ems of children are the need to learn about death'jn a 
manner deve!opmentally appropriate, tffe need to relieve fears of 
separation and loss, and the need to understand that there are also 
transcendent meanings attached to death These various terms serve 
as standards to provide a checklist for evaluation 

The author explores the Puritan view Of death expressed through 
literature and pubhc and private documents The 'seventeenth century 
Puritans were a religious people who strictly observed their faith and 
stressed th^need for childhood conversion and.early preparations for 
death Modern approaches to death, however, emphasize a more 
materialistic view and display reactions of avoidance and denial 

With regard to the Puritan Irterature available to children or written 
especially for them, the author determined which books were 
representative and po^jular, as acknowledged by experts in history 
and children's literature J\\ese books emphasized death because 
ideas of sm and salvation were matters of intense concern They also 
stressed spiritual values to conquer and overcome death 

Modern children's literature, much more diverse and pluralistic, 
reflects the adult world and emphasizes coping with the emotions of 
fear and grief, and with personal adjustment after ar death has 
occurred Few books deal with personal death and terminal illness 
Modern fiction and non-fiction books speak to a child s emotional and 
intellectual understanding, and rarely seek to further spiritual 
understanding 

Among the conclusions are the finding that Puritan books, while 
not alleviating fear and grief, did give children the means to triumph 
over these fears Modern books tend to give more information and 
less inspiration Implications for modern education go to the heart of . 
the child s questions about death-questions difficult to answer with 
science and technology alone Death education is necessary for \ 
today's world and should present death in«a manner to help cNkJren 
en hance the quality of life ^ 



THE MAKING OF A REAOER: A CASE, STUOY OF, 
PRESCHOOL LITERARY SOCIALIZATION 

OrderNo.OAe^iyoae 

Cochran* Smith, Marilyn, Ph 0. University of Pennsylvania, 1982. 
521pp. Supervisor Or. feambi B. Schieffelin 

Becoming a reader requires shifting from the language strategies 
used to Interpret face-to-face oral interactions to the language 
strategies used to interpret decontextualized essayist literacy. We 
know little, hQwever. about the ways children in literate communities 
make this shift. This study concerns the ways adults help children 
acquire and develop the literary and social knowledge needed to 



appropnaiely mleiprel and use texts and other pnnted "catenate It 
f bcus«5 on me experiences of one group o P^^^^^'^^^^*^^^^^^^ 
involved in the process of making the transition from oral to written 

'^'^ T>ie^tudy was based on participant observation, inten/iewing and 
audio-recording of storyread.ngs Over a period ol ^S^onths at a 
private, middle class nursery school in a school oriented Ph.lad£phia 
community. The pnmary data base was. a corpus of 100 annotated ^ 
storyreading transcriptions. Storyieadmgs and literacy eVents m the 
nursery school were analyzed according to their structures of 
interactional and interpretive norms. 
X Although^ormai reading instruction was discouraged, print based 
activities were pervasive in nursery school life The children were 
exposed daily to the uses of literacy and very early developed 
. considerable competence in using reading and writing for a number 

°' ffi^school storyreading was locatedwithin adult-child social 
interaction and was characterized by the cooperative negotiation of 
textual meanings Three types of adult-child verbal interactions 
around storyreading were Identified. (1) "readme^ interactions 
that established or maintained a physical and Psychological 
bookreading frame. (II) "life -to text" Interactions thaVhelped story, 
listeners use their knowledge in order to make^ense of texts, and 
Oli) •^text-tO'life'* interactions that heH)ed story. listeners use textual 
• knowledge to make sense of their lives. 



THE COMIC UNIVERSE. HUMOR IN THE SCIENCE FICTION 
SHORT STORY, 1940 1960 Order No. DAB22 1 729 

COMPiON, DONMA Day, Pm D. Texas Chnstian University, 1982 252pp. 
Adviser. Professor Fred Ertsman 

One analysis of humor that provides a useful framework for the 
consideration of humor m the science fiction short story is Max 
Eastman's Enjoyment of Laughter, in which he divides humor into two 
broad categories, the luflicrous and the witty This study examines 
these two types of humor in stories on threfe central themes of science 
fiction socie^ty.gadgetry.and the alien. 

Most stones on future societies are dystopian and rarely funny, 
though some, especially those dealing with education, business, and 
the military, can be The humor in these is usually satiric, sounding a 
warning, and so approaches the black humor of modern mainstream 
fiction more closely than that found in other areas of science fiction. 

Stories of gadgetry fall into three categories stories of time and 
dimension, which usually employ a machine to manipulate time or 
space', the gadget story proper, and the robot story The time or 
dimension story usually is grounded in incongruity arising from the 
dislocation of time or spafCe fhd gadget story generally has the most 
superficial, naive hurrfor in scienc^.fiction, the writer Invents a 
humorous gadget o\ one with humorous consequences just for the 
fun of it The robot s^ory, especially^those in which the robot takes on 
human qualities. ha^4he richest possibilities of the three for humor, 
deriving from the incoHgr^uities pf h machine becoming a person and 

, acting in human v. ays The'Cbmmon element in all these varieties of 
gadgetry is that, in some way. a machine gets out of control. 

The most sophisticated humor is found in stones about aliens, the 
humor arising from the interaction of human and alien cultures and 

, personalities. For humor the aliens must have enough human 
qualities to be funny in the same way humans are, but directing the 
laughter at aliens avoids the stigma of cruelty such laughter would 
have if directed toward humans. 

There is relatively little humor in science fiction, largely because 
writers and critics seldom view science fictiort^s primarily an 
entertainment genre. This attitude has prevented science fiction from 
realizing its full potential for humor. 
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THE INFLUENCE OF THE INTERACTION EFFECT OF 
SUBJECT MATTER AND FORM OF SELECTED POEMS ON 
THE POETRY PREFERENCES OF ELEVENTH GRADE 
STUDENTS ' Order No. DA821 3834 

CoPEt ANO, Jeffrey Scott. Ph D. Universtty of Missouri ■ Columbia, 
1981 I28pp Supervisor Or BenNelms 

This investigation examined the influence of the interaction effect 
of subject matter and form of selected poems on the poeXp/ 
preferences of eleventh grade students A group of 183 eleventh 
grade students from five central fvl.ssouri high schools read, listened 
to and rated twenty-four poems over a three day period 

* Two subiect categories of poems were used in this study Nature 
and Social Wmmentary Four forms of poems within these categories 
wete used narrative/rhymed, narrative /free verse, non- 
narrative/rhymed, and non-narrative/f ree verse. T»?e students 
responded to each poem by marking ajgliJSter of serriantic differential, 
scales and writing what they liked or jffdnot like about each po^m 

Because the poems used in tl>je^5tydy were selected on the basis 
of rDeeting characteristics of specific forms and subjects, the i 
conclusions may be generalized to other grogps of eleventh grade 
Students but not to other types t5f poems. Within these Itmitations. the 
following conclusions were drawn (1) The poems of Social 
Commentary were given a positivf /ating and were preferred by the 
eleventh grade students TheNature poems i/sed in this study were 
given a neutral rating (2) Tbe forms non-narratite/rhymed and 
narrative/rhymed were given the highest ratings by the elevenjh 
grade students Only one form, non narrative/tree verse, was given a 
negative rating. (3) A significant interaction did pccur between 
subject matter and form, and preference was influenced by a r 
combination of these factors The examination of the interaction also 
indicated that interest in subject outweighed interest m form but form 
was also a sigmHcant influence on the preferences of the students 
(4) The eleventh grade students enjoyed reading and responding to 
tljfe poems used in the study. 



SCIENCE. POETRY. FREE PLAY OrderNo. DA8216310 

OAV.S. W.U.AM LAMAR. 111. PH.D. fi/ceUn;.ers;ty. 1982 282pp. ^ 

Thn felt antithesis between science and poetry has a 'o"0^^^'stor7. 
Almost Iv W thSr^t 6f merature. from S-dney through A.ncW 
SSnthB^oo4,hasdefinedhteratureincontrad.st^^^^^^^^ 

^ience. The re.ection of "scientis.1," \"^;^„l^Tn Sre reached . 
veneration of the symbolic imagination '''Sahtl^n' . 

.ts zenith in the New Criticism, but it dimm-shed only ght^ 
, those more contemporary "post-structural^t J^^-;* *J '^j^, 
themselves in opposition to New Critical arguments. Intact, ino 
rSSn oTthe Sen«nc model has become the cornerstone in most 
/-aefiWtioi^ol litefat"™ ,^,5 situation. The opposition of 

V^'^ttfcil?^ °' classical science to ' 

-)JPXm*tet^"*^^^^^ ^ important irony Ts that at 

Z'V^^rL^^^^^ ^^'^ reinvigorating the 

the very ^ ^^^^ g^.e^ce. science itseH was undergoing a 

''H"^ rhanoK^^ ^^^"^ ''^ '.^ 

L'nS^^^^ objectification. pure referential 

n^nnno S^ whictt physics and mathematics. 

^S^rZrol the sciences, may have for literary theory The 
nrfm^^Qoal isto corVectthe misunderstanding which literary 
tDs hale had about the implications of modern science, a 
' SoS^^^^^^^ to sugfiest that some of those '"^P'^^^ions may 
^ove usdul to an understanding of symbolic systems and the poe^ 
^ t'e ^T^^^^^^^ The dissertation provides a survey of critical 

theorfes. with greater ^mphasis given to more ^^^ent argu^^^ 
Th«eVe cpmpared with the implications of relativity theory 
JSr^ r^ch'anics. the mathematical msights of Ku rt Godel. and the 
xhtsts of the so-called ''new philosophers" of science. 



A STUDY TO DETERMINE THE CREDIBILITY OF FOSTEft 
HOIVIE SITUATIONS PORTRAYED IN CONTEMPORARY 
REALISTIC FICTION FOR PURPOSES OF READING 
GUIDANCE Order No. DA8224423 

'Ellison, CAfioiYN ELtZABEiH, Ph D Michigan State University, 1982. 
253pp. J 

The puf^se of this^descnptive study was to determine the 
credibility or\t^3ter home situations asdepicted in realistic fiction 
written for adolescents, for use m reading guidance situations The 
realistic fiction used for this study were twenty three novels which 
depicted children who were living with a foste/ family. 

To accomplish this, ten volunteer adults who lived m foster homes' 
during childhood read thiee of the sample novels and responded to a 
questionnaire Three social workeis who placed and supervised 
foster children also read the thr^ novels and respon^je^j to the 
questionnaire ' > 

An interview was conducted with five of the adults who 
experienced foster care and the three social workers to obtain 
infoimation regarding their opinions of the three novels Each of the 
ten adults who experienced fostpr care completed ajjeisc^nat history 
questionnaire to obtain additional information regarding their 
exp)eriences ' 

The data gathered from the two questionnaires and the interviews 
were used to help detei mine ti^e ct edibility of the sample novels which 
depicted foster home situations A content analysis of the twenty- 
three adolescent fiction novels was cond ucted * 

The conclusions of this study weie that there were aspects of real 
life which were porlrayed by the authors of the three sample novels, 
according to the rt;sponses made to the books by adults who had 
experienced foster ca^e and the social woikeis However, authors of 
adolescent Uleiature need to become moie infoimed about the life 
experiences of the foster child m order to porliay foster home < 
situati^^ns as ciedible as possible Only a small percentage of the 
tw.enty thiee sample riOvels exhibited "excellt;nt" overall literary 
quality, though many of the novels were considered "good". 

BecaJse this is a sensitive area for manychildren involved in 
foster care placement, an implication of this study was that caution 
should be used when introducing novels of this g|enre to children, ^ 
particularly young adolescents who may be experiencing difficult 
situations wiihin their home life. 

DIFFERENCES IN LITERARY RESPONSE TO A FAIRY TALE 
AND AN INSTRUCTIONAL STORY BY FOURTH-GRADE 
READERS OrderNo. DA82l9e89 

Gross, Jacquelyn Le£ Wagoner, Eo D University of California, Los 
An^e/es, 1982. 111pp Chair Professor John D McNeil 

The primary purpose of this study was to investigate the 
differences m fourth grade childien's lesponses following the reading 
of two genres of story a folk fairy tale and an instructional story; It 
was hypothesized that the fairy tale would have a measurably different 
effect upon the numbers^of elements of response used 1^ children, 
the accuracy and cogency of their statements about the Tories, and 
the level of their social cognitive functioning It was further 
hypothesized that fairy tale experience would result in greater 
diversity in use of elements, gieater accuiacy and cogency, and 
•higher levels of social cognition for each of the stories. 

To test these hypotheses, 40 fourth gi ade children were randomly 
selected The subjects read each story and were interviewed Their 
statements were classified and group profiles of response were 
developed for each story Data weie statistically tested using the 
Wilcoxon fvlatched Pairs Signed Ranks Test and f -tests for 
' independent and non-independent samples. ^ 
The data revealed no significant differencesbetween story 
response m diversity of elements used Nor v^as a significant 
difference found m accuracy of perception scores A significant 
difference was found, however, in cpgency of response m favor pf.lbe 
fairy tale A significant difference was also found at the subjecltve ^ 
level of cognitive functioning in favor of the fairy tale 

When more expeuenced and less experienced subgroups were . 
analyzed separately, it was found that more experienced subjects 
uspd Significantly more elements in response to the fairy talfe than \0\ 
the instructional story It was also found that experienced subjects 
responded to the instructional story with significantly greater 



percentages of e^ccuracy of perception. They also scored significantly 
higher 'at the perceptual level of social cognition when responding to 
the instructional Story (Author's at>stract exceeds stipulated 
maximum length Discontinued here with permission of school ) UMI 



THE EFFECTS OF READING LITERATURE AND TEACHING 
CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT ON NINTH GRADERS' ATTITUDES 
, TOWARD THE MENTALLY HANDICAPPED 

Order No. DA8220933 

Heitzman. Judy Page, Ed D Boston UnKfersity School of EducaUon, 
198a. 275pp Major Professor Or Thomas G Devine 

The study's purpose was to test the effect of reading fiction and 
leaching concept development on selected ninth graders' attitudes 
" toward the mentally handicapped 

Fifty-three freshmen from a small suburjban town south of Boston 
participated in the eleven week study and read fiction depicting 
mentally retarded characters in a positive manner The literary works 
' were of mixed genre three selections were novels and three were 
Short stones All were chosen on the bas.s of the Try itadability 
formula content, education professionals' recommendMior^. and 
availability of the books m paperback A plan bf study was developed 
in which students were introducedjo concept development, a way tQ 
familiarize the pupil with the strategies of synthesis It was 
hypothesised that tr.e tiansacti^nal piocess of itadmg literature, j 
when suppieme.. led w.th tApt^Mtn^e m dt .tic^''*'a cc^ i^pts \^nuld 
engage both m.nd and sens.Ul.t.es, coi, ,ttan affect ar^d^esuttm 
a mooification of an.tude towatd the mentally handicapped 

A sample of fifty-mree students, 36 ifi the experiment^ group and 
17 in the control group, enrolled in four cdlle'ge preparatory ninth 
grade classes consented to partn-ipate in the stud;. One Leve' 1 and 
one Level 2 Class. tiacKed on tht bas«s of SRA Tests of Educationa' 
Ability and fieadtng Co^nptehenston, weie randumly desi^najed as 
' the treatment gioup. saiuidi daises weie deM^nated as the 
contr^ol group Students completed tht Att/iude Toward Disabled 
Persons • Form 0 ■ Mentduy Fiti^dided attitude scale, the dependent 
measure, as pretest and postt^t j r ■ 

The analysis of covandnce tt;sl shuv^e3 leading fictjon and 
le^iching conceptdevelupmehl effected no statlsticaMy significant 
Change mn.nthgradeis att.tudes tu^aid the mentally handicappH 
In addition, no significant relationship was found between attitude 
and age. educational ability, sex, or previous contact with mentally 
handicapped A relationship significant at the .05 level was found 
between reading comprehension and attitude for the experimental 
group and for girls. . ' , w 

An informal analysis piesented a more subjective view of the 
subjects* attitudes toward the mentally handicapped. ' 



PATTERNS OF RESPONSE TO LITERATURE. A ONE YEAR 
STUDY OF A FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADE CLASSROOM 

V OrderNo.DA8222100 
H£pl£R.SwSan IngriO. Pm D The OhiC State University, :Q^2 346pp 
Advisei Charlottes Huck 4 

Using ethnographic methods, this study explored p^erns in 
middle grade children s responses to literature Major purposes were 
to identify response behaviors, compare reader responses and 
.changes m responses, and to discover patterns related to classroom 
contexts 

The investigator observed and interviewed 25 children in a self 
contained classroom featuring a literature based reading program. 
Children s written and artistic productions, informaland foimai 
discussions, and behav»ors \Mtn. literature were recorded . 

Findings indicate that children responded tq literature in many 
social ways Children chuse \^heie to read, with whom to read, what 
to read, now and what to recommend, and what to value according to 
complex peei and cia5>sioom reiatiortships. The teachei made vanous 
usesot this social context for reading so that ail child i en felt positively 
•bout rcadtng and exhibited growth during the year. 



' Typical responses to the content of literature were observed such 
as children's'combining subjective and objective criteria when 
evaluating books Children's statements revealed an awareness of 
differences among books m plot and character development, theme, 
author style and tone In addition, children categorized literature and 
literary features in unique ways * v 

Changetf in reader Jbehaviors during the year included children 
readmgwith more and with greater attachment, participating more 
cofTSistently in discussipr/ and reflecting more readily on books which 
they chose to read above thuse which the teacher read to them. In 
addition, the teacher categorized readers (e g , as catalysts, pliable 
readers, the Gang of Four^nd noted patter-ns in these readers 

The teacher influenced response valuing reading, providing 
books encouraging discussion and extension, and reading aloud 
The teachei al5o€nco^ragLd enjoyment v^ihile developing childrer^s 
thinking through questions and assignment 

The kinds of children's responses and the evolution of response in 
this study suggest that middle grade children can build complex 
literary undeistandmgs and a positive attitude toward reading in^the 
social context of this literature based classroom reading program 



PROBLEM SOLVING USING CHILDREN'S LITERATURE: A 
CURRICULUM PLAN FOR THE PRIMARY GRADES 

OrderNo. DA8216606 
IaCConi, Rosemary R., Ph.D. The tjniverslty of Akron, 1982. 208pp. 

Be^caus^ students completi{)g the educational process must 
effectively live in a complex society where decisions must be made, It 
becomes evident that a snajor task of the Schools must be to enlighten 
pupils m a dectsion making process. The process must be generrc, 
thus enabling students of any age to learn a decision making 
procedure applicable to any situation. ' 

A generic Curriculum model Resigned to teach a decision 1 
^ process w^s developed withiH^is study. The decision makinfi/^teps 
were accompanied by a questioning strategy meant to aid in 1 
implementation of each st^p. Children's literature presentti^ realistic 
problem situations m the areas of emotional development, famiiyt. 
relationships, male female roles, and exceptionality was used as tlie 
vehicle for the curriculum model. Qne children's picture book 
showing each of the problem categories was selected. An individual 
lesson plan was developed for each book showing the decision . 
making steps as applied throagh the questioning stragegy? ^ 



MALE AND FEMALE SEX ROLES IN LITERAJtURE FOR 
ADOLESCENTS, l'8.40-1972; A HISTORICAL SURVEY 

OrderNo. DA8218862 
Kaufman, Melissa Mulus, Ph {f^Duke Urriversity^ 1982. 437pto. 
Supervisor. William H Carlwright \ 

The puipose of this study is to add to an undeistanding botftxrf 
adolescent literature and of sex role portrayals in the liteiature by^^v. 
answering two broad questions: whether differences exist betweeo 
male and female portrayals andihe degree of these differences, ^nd 
whether changes have occurred in these portrayals over the 132'year 
period examined. A comprehensive reading list was formed by using 
several sources* Jacob Blanck's Peter Parley to Penrod, and 
dissertations by Stephen Dunning, Dorothy" PetiV, Alfred Muller, and 
Joseph Rate. Five topics are examined: relationships between 
parents and children, relationships between friends, Initiation into 
adulthood, male portrayals In girls* books compared to female 
portrayals In boys* books, and ideal mate and female characteristics 

The dissertation has five major conclusions in regard to 
differences between portrayals and changes In portrayals. (1) Both 
mothers and fathers are shown to be perfect in the earliest books, are 
more fl^edjn later books, and are most negatively portrayed in . 
modprn books Sex role stereotypes do not undergo any significant 
change (2)*>Girl friends are more expiessive of feelings for each other 
than aie buy 1 
become neg 
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2} >Girl friends 

)Uy friends. As books become more modei n, friendships 
legattye, ^ijh muie callousness and insensitivlty shown In' 
girls* friendships,'more competition in boys*, (3) Many different 
experiences are shown to be initiations into mvihood, but initiatioa 
into womarihood is limited to Involvement with a man» marriage, or 
childbirth. j4) Despite a core of positive portrayals of girls iri boys* 



books, the ovenwhelmmg. most constant attitude toward giris « scorrf 
and contempt Males have remained much more important In girls 
books than girls are in boys' books (5) Throughout the P^^^od, Ideal 
males remam adventurous, physically able, resourceful, and ashamed 
of tears Female ideals undergo many more changes than do male 
Ideals, with the earliest ideatbemg modest, reiig.ous. and meekjater 
Weals becoming cheerful, bright, and assertive, and modern ideals 
being unsure qf af^d dissatisfied with themselves but later developing 
feelings of self-worth, * 

On the whole, stereotypes appear to become more, not less, 
entrenched as books become more modern. 



RADICAL And REVISIONARY. AN EXAMINATION OF 
FEMINIST LITERARY CRITiCjSM> ITS THEORY, STYLE, ANO 
POLITICS ^ OrderNo.OA8217536 
Knepper, Mab*v Stffle. Ph 0 The University Nebraska ■ Lincoln, 
1982. 375p/ Ad^^er Julia Penelope , 

For.centiAies, women harve protestec^ male domination of literary ^ 
criticism. Not until recently, however, did a full scale feminist liteiary 
criticism evolve, a result of the women's movement, the establishment 
of feminist presses and women s studies, and the gaining, by women, 
of power in organizations like the MLA. Th.s new. proliferatinjj 
feminist criticism, Which began m the I9b0 s, is a reaction to criticism 
of the past. Feminist critics are examining, for example, non- 
canonical women's literature, mcludingVorks by lesbians, women of 
color, and working-class twomen, they are analyzing, too. how sexual 
politics has adversely affected the lives of literary women. Unlike 
critics of the past who Jnave, often been misogynist, patronizing, or 
silent about women, feminist critics are challenging sexist 
Interpretations, asking probing questions about women and literature, 
and developing new critical theories with women as central, not 
peripheral, to them. Feminist critics have, of course, drawn on 
criticism of the past for concepts and methods, particularly romantic 
criticism, historical/biographical criticism, sociological criticism, and 
psychological criticism. Yet there are departures from the past, 
ditterences that define femmist criticism Unlike other criticism, 
feminist cntic.sm focuseson women Furthermore its 'd^as, and » s 
style, reflect its philosophy that "the persona! is po!»tica! and thar the 
study of literature cannot \fe separated from our lives and from our 
culture that, throuyh the .nst.tutions of^palrlarchy and capita ism. 
denies women power, autonomy, and significance The fact that 
feminist criticism is a personal and political criticism is both a problem 
and a strength As femm.st cntic.sm moves into the 1980 s. many 
persons are threatened by .ts politics and feel Criticism should not 
blur the line between literary criticism and personal issues like 
sexuality Yet because it speaks: at long last, about tKe politics of 
liArature and life and examines literature from women s perspectives, 
feminist criticism is an intellectually invigorating criticism, challenging 
critical concepts such as "tragedy" and developing a new personal 
and political style of criticism consistent with feminist pontics 
Feminist criticism is, in short, a radical and revisionary criticism 
Because of its emergence, literature will never be the same, tor 
women or men. 



THE FORMAL OPERATIONAL OEMAND^.OF LINGUISTIC 
CONNEC^W^ »N PROSE TEXT Order No. 0A82p6l4 

MJLUn.N^MAS„PHD. forc//7a/nC/n/vers/fy. 1982 332pp Mentor 
, Lillian RestainO'Baumann ^ 

The purpose of this study was to determine the relationship 
between mastery of a linguistic connective, its specific formal 
operational analogue, and the complete formal operational structures 
of adolescent thinking. » 

Specifically, the study analyze() the relationship between the ' 
comprehension of the linguistic structure, Oisjunctive At)sence, 
specific mastery of its cognitive analogue, the formal binary ' 
operation. IncompatijDility. and mastery of the total formal operational 
Structure of the 16 binary operations. * 

pisjunctive Absence was presented ir> texts of varying levels of 
familiarity \p test the Piagetian hvpothesis that the formalreasoner 
can ignore the content of a palrjof statements and treat their 
O jsitions as abstract 



The Independent variables Ih this study were. (1) Students'\|evels 
of formal operational thought as demonstrated by their performance 
on Piagetian tasks measuring general functioning with 16 binary 
combination^, (2) Student competence with the specific language 
related formal op>eration, Incdmpatibilty. 

The dependent variable was the students' levels of comprehension 
of bisjunctive Absence as measured by the Linguistic Structure Test, 

The subiects f or the investigation were selected from 210 Seventh 
grade students attending two junior (K-8) schools in Hudson County, 
New Jersey. The final sample included 53 male' seventh graders and 
52 female seventh graders, ranging in age from 12 1 to 14.0 years. 

• The results indicated that when familiar terms were used in the 
Linguistic Structure Tesf, scores for concrete operators who 
mastered Incompatibility were not significantly different from scores 
for formal operators who mastered Incompatibility. However, the 
scores on the Linguistic Structures Test, familiar referents, for 
concrete operators who passed the incompatibtiity Test were also not 
significantly different from scores for concrete opeiators who failed 
the incompatibiiity Test. ' » * 

Scores on the Linguistic Structure Test, unfamiliar referents, were 
Significantly higher for formal operators who passed the 
tncompattbihty Test than scores for both concrete operational groups. 

The findings provide support for the necessity of ari optimally 
functioning complete formal operational structure for consistent 
mastery of the connective, Oisjunctive Absence, in all contexts. 
Nevertheless, concrete operators who demonstrated mastery of the 
Incompatibility rule appeared to coftetitute a transitional group 
capable of partial comprehension of Disjunctive Absence in familiar 
contexts. 



CHANGES IN AOOLESCENT LITERATURE WITH 
HOMOSEXUAL MOTIFS. T>^EMES. ANO CHARACTERS 

Order No. 0A«(21 390^ 

Mitchell, Judith NauGhton, Ph 0. The University of Connecticut, 
1982. 121pp. 

The first books which hinted at homosexuality met with lively and 
even fearful debate conducted^among librarians, educators and, 
ultimately, parents. Since their'appearance, however, the subject of 
homosexuality has received increased attention and some attitudes 
toward It may have changed. More recent books alter plots and 
themes. For the scholar engaged in looking at this area of literature a 
pivotal question seems to be. what attitudes toward what comppnents 
of fiction can be isolated gnd tested, to detect what, if any changes 
have occurred? ' ^ 

This particular study look^ to the 1973 decision on the part of the 
American Psychiatric Association to delete homosexuality as an 
illness per se, and examines the literature prior to and after that 
decision to see where changes have occurred with reference to nme , 
specific dependent variables. , \ 

The vanables themselves are comprised of nine literary 
components which can be both isolated and measured The 
independent variable is the year of publication. The analysis of 
vanance has been used to test a hypothesis with multiple subsections 
in order to ascertain whether or not the date of the novel's publication 
*(with reference to the 1973 A.P.A. decision) has a connection to the 
attitudes towards homdsexuality within the novel. 

The results of the research indicate that very little concrete 
change has occurred. The one clear-cut exception to this general 
pattern has todo with the permanence of homosexuality as a 
component of resolution, after 1973 more characters are homosexual 
by definition, ratrfer than as a temporary phase. There may also be 
some shift in the receptiveness of the social context, ^he degree of 
positive self -conflict, andjhe degree to which liomosexual behaviour 
IS rewarded or punished There was no significant change m the 
importance of home background, the degree pf plot manipulation the 
influence of an older character, or the amount of graphic detail 
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AWFUL FUN: CHILDHOOD IN NINETEENTH CENTURY 
CHILDREN'S LITERATURE Ofder No. DAa218365 

^ SMEPHERDlBfiNtt MiRiAM. Pm^O University ol CalltomiM, Sanft Cruz, 
1981. 209pp. / * * 

This thesjs explores changing conceptions about childhood in ^ 
19th century English culture as manifested in the rapid growth of 
Children s uieiatuie Be£?tiinir»g w»lh Ai i^s cutitentiun that stnous 
aduJt aUeutiurt to childhood has been a s»yjiificdnt r»cA fotus in the 
modern indust»»al woad, the tl»tSiS LuiWs un Lu.cjoj and Boas* 
dtscuss<un of Cultural pumitivism Specifically, th>e UiesiS takes up 
Boas idefaification uf the child as a niaji^i I3thi tti »tury extmplai <of 
pnmitivtsm. Pail I diSCuSbCS 18th centuiy cultutal backet uund, 
eAplunng the pumitivism of th»t Ncble Sa^dye cunverition »fi vu/d^e 
literature, and' the association of tF^.s steic-otype with the "Natural 
Child** uf the Romantic poets In t.^t^ conttxt Rousseau's a;>se^iment 
of chiidhvud isdiscussed, al^ng-with its ^.cpc'ldi iiat,cn In Fr gland ' 
The antipi>iT»4t»»ibiTi of thie Caivmist r^ariL^cIti-al riu^tment is then 
expluied .oiit^^ati^e a^bt^iT)t^nt of c^l•ld^uDd arJ the pfimiti^e as 
inherently sinfuI and dangerous. 

Pail n examines I tpte^t 'itati^e cMldien's texts as an index of the 
pervasive changts m the i aturg and status of childhood in the 
fngltsh cultuial imagtnation of the l9th century Four areaS of 
concert, uie e*p^oredirHhr5]ories the moral status of childhood, the 
degiee of autoi omy and fieedontgi.en childhood, the nature of the 
subject fTxattei chMdien aie exposed to (a hat was considered 
• "suitable"), and the va^ue of ch ldhood in retation to adult life 
Irijhe eairty decadts of the 19th century. Fvangelical authors 
porlrayv^d childhood as unconti oiled, dangerously Mtlfuland very 
close'to ci ly.r.al sin. thuS lequiring constant adult supervision * 
Children's stories sveie heavily pic^criptive. filled v,ith moral religious 
1^* admooit.on This early didacticism v\as paralleled by the English 
adherents of Rousseau ho modified his ideas to suit their own 
conceptions . . (Author's abstract exceeds stipulated maximum 
length Discontinued here with permission of schoor) UMI 



THE EFFECTS OF SYSTEMATICALLY CALLING ATTENTION 
TO PRINT IN BOOKS ON YOUNG CHILDREN'S AWARENESS 
OF PRINT AND CONCEPTS OF READING 

OrderNo. DAa222279 
Tevjs, Guenna Jane. Ph D. The Unis/ersity ot Iowa, 1982. 356pp. 
Supervisor Professor Louise S Beltramo 

The purpose of this study was to investigate young children's 
awareness of print and concepts of reading in light of three strategies 
of reading books to them. Specifically, it attempted to answer three 
questions What is the relationship between a young child's 
awareness ol print and the child's concept of reading? What are the 
eff ec ts of systematically calling attention to print in books on a young 
child's awareness of print and concept of reading? What differences 
in awareness of print and concepts of reading occur between three* 
year-old and kindergarten children? * 

The subjects were twenty four three year olds and twenty-four 
kindergarteners who were unable to communicate or demonstrate the 
idea that it is printed words that people read. The treatment consisted 
of twelve reading sessions with each subject over a four-week period. 
With the Subjects of the Passive Experimental Group, the reader 
pointed to the text of the book as it was read With the subjects of the 
Active Experimental Group, the reader not only polntfed to the text but 
also involved the subjects in interaction with the t^xt With the 
subjects of the Contiol Group, the reader neither pointed to the text 
nor commented on it. 

Following the treatment period, e'ach subject was asked to: 
(1) sort photographs mto twogroups--one of readable objects and 
reading situations and one of non-readable objects and non-reading 
situations, (2) name items on four cards- -items which included both 
objects and words, (3) "read" a familiar book aloud, and (4) answer 
sevetal questions about reading. 

Both awareness of print and concepts of reading were more highly * 
developed in the kindergarteners than in the three-year-olds Within 
age groUps, differences in mean scores on the four tasks favored the 
three 'year-old boys and the kindergarten girls Between treatment 
groups, differences favored the subjects of the Active Experimental 
Group. The findings of this study Substantiate the evidencfe that 
reaciing experiences with adult interaction are crucial for children's 
Q opment of both accurate concepts of reading and the ability to 
"bout reading. , 
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RESPONSES OF COMMUNITY COUEGE READERS TO A 
SHORT STORY WHEN AUDIENCE EXPECTATIONS ARE NOT . 
KNOWN: NEUTRAL CORNERS FOR OBJECTIVE AND 
PRAGMATIC CRITICISM Order No. DAe2j3773l 

WAOE-MAtTAis, Joyce, Ph.D. University of Cailfornia, RNerslde, 1981. 
120pp. Chair: Professor Dan Donlan 

This study was undertaken to determine whether responses of four 
groups of community college students to a 5>hort story would 
converge towards the text, regardless of the Instructional approach, 
whether students public responses would converge towards 
ir^truction while their private responses converged towards the text, 
when no audience expectations were provided. If there was a method 
effect, was it due to text, teaching style or a combination of these? If 
there was a method effect, did it interact with sex? 

Eighly-^ix subjects randomly selected from the population of 
students enrolled in English classes, were randomly placed, in r>early 
equal numbers of males and females, into three treatment groups and 
a oontrol group. Two of the treatment groups were taught the story byf^ 
the same teacher from two different critical approaches, the third 
treatment group read the story without instruction, arKJ the control 
group did not read the story. An attitude questionnaire was 
administered to all groups before the treatment ' 

After treatment over four consecutive days, a response preference 
measure Keyed to the Purves-Rippere categories was administered to 
all groups, to test for effects of teaching or text on sut)jects' private^, 
responses. Speaman's Rank-Order Correlation was used to determirie 
the degree of similarity, among groups and between sexes, in 
response preference rankings. To test for effects of teaching or text 
on public responses. Short free-response essays about the story, 
written bysubjects in the treatment groups, were rated by trained 
readers. Two sets of ratings were applied to each essay. 
(1) claaerfication by response category, and (2) holistic scoring on 
performance quality. Chi square tests were computed for 
independence of essay response categories. Analysis of Variance 
was used to assess whether treatment or sex significantly affected 
essay performance. ♦ 

The results indicated a positi\?e relationship among the response 
preference rankings, by subjects in the treatment groups. Essays in 
the instructional treatment groups showed a trend towards effects of 
teaching; essays In the treatment groups were mainly in the 
interpretation and evaluation categories. No correlation was found 
between sex and response preference or between sex and essay 
performance. 



GOALS FOR TEACHING LITER ATURE TO COLLEGE-BOUND 
STUDENTS: AN INVESTIGATION OF PRIORITIES AS 
PERCEIVED BY HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS, COLLEGE 
PROFESSORS. AND COLLEGE STUDENTS 

OrderNo. DA8224578 
WALKtR, Harriet Xihomas, Ph D University ot Idaho, 1982. i20pp. 
Chairman Edward L. Kelly 

The purpose of this study was to determine the ordering and 
relative importance of selected goals for the teaching of literature to 
college pieparatory high schpol classes These goals we^e the ability 
to es/aluate reading material according to literary merit, an 
appreciation of good llteiature as a valuable aesthetic experience, an 
awareness of different C4.ltu?^l traditions, a familiarity with the works 
of great authors, an insight by^he student into his or her own value 
system, better and more creative student writing through the use of 
models of good writing, a contihuing interest and enjoyment in 
reading, an understanding of the aspirations that are common to all 
people, and the ability to read with undcistanding through the 

, development of a better vocabulary and better reading 
comprehension The study further sought to determine if the ordering 

fof the goals was aflected by the respondent's sex. age. or educational 
background. 

To answer the questions under study some 420 statistical 
hypotheseswere tested at the 05 level of significance using a two- 
tailed test of Significance T^e statistical hypotheses dealt v»,ith the 
ranking of the goats for teacht ^g literature to college preparatory high 
school students, the rated importance of those goals, and the ranking 
of categories of goals as perceived by groups or sub groups In the - 
?ludy. 



Three groups of responder^ comprised the subjects f»elected for 
Ihis siuOy^ in me first group were leache«s of colieye piepaifltory f.igh 
scnooi &ng!tsh classes, m ihe second were ptofessOiS of litei atuie at 
xhte^ siaie universities, and jn the third were stujients er»i oiled in 
freshman Fnyush classes at one of the uritveiStties. ^ 

Resuiis jndiCdteC that witriin any group of lespundenls theie were 
no constsient significant difleiences Theie weit; 5iyn»ficant 
dilfeiencf^s between the three yiot^ps, Univei&»tj students d»ffeied 
stgnificanuy trout ra^h school tedcheis in triCrr idnking o1 Six of the 
nine seie'.;t:d yud»s and une of the truee ta|ty*^i«es, Urh^eiSity 
students d<tieieO Styntftcantiy tiom uruvtJ^'ty ^>»ufcssois in the 
ranKiny ut true^ of trie rune goals Un»vejs«t> ^><i^tfcs3f)js and ttduhiers 
of coHege pre^ratory students did not differ stgnificantly. 



THE PORTRAYAL OF BLACKS, MEXICAN AMERICANS, AND 
INDIANS IN/ SELECTED TEXAS-ADOPTED SECONDARY 
AMERICAN LITERATURE TEXTBOOKS Order No. DA821 9485 
Walker, Myrtle Lee Garner, Eo D East Texas^tate Uni\ers/f>, 1982 
149pp. Adviser 'Dr Dennis McCabe 

Purpose q/ the Study. The purpose of the studjr was to analyze and 
compare the portrayal of Blacks, Mexican-Amencans, and Indians in 
selected Texas-adopted secondary American literature textbooks 
used during a twenty year period to determine whether there was 
Impfov'ement in the representatioo of the three minority groups 

Procedure The textbooks were^ analyzed using the Evaluation 
Coefficient Analysis(ECO) procedures which included perusing the 
preface, the selections and the information about each writer to find 
positive, negative, and neutmrl terms about each of the minority 
groups. The rater recorderflne terms on a score sheet and the scores 
were tabulated for each minority group for each textbook. The ECO 
Analysis formula was used to compute the figures and obtain a score 

^ in the form of percentages. 

Findings The data revealed that the Blacks were favorably 
represented in ten of the eighteen textbooks and unfavorably 
represented in three of the eighteen textbooks analyzed. The group 
had an insufficient amount of. material presented in two of the 
textbooks and were dhiitledfrom three of the eighteen textbooks 
analyzed. The f^exican- Americans were favorably represented in four 
of the eighteen textbooks and were unfavorably represented in two of 
the eighteen textbooks analyzed. The group had an insufficient 
amount of material presented in two of the textbooks, were neutrally 
presented in one textbook and were omitted from nine of the eighteen 
text boo kst analyzed. The Indians were favorably represented in six of 
the eighteen textbooks and were unfavorably represented in five of 
the eighteen textbooks analyzed. The Indians were insufficiently 
represented in four of the textbooks and were omitted from three of 
the eighteen textbooks analyzed. 

Conclusions. The Blacks were represented better than the 

^ Mexican- Americans and Indians, but the data revqaled that there still 
was a lack of cultural ser)sitivity in American literature during the 
investigated adoption periods which provided many children in Texas 
with a negative or no impression of Blacks, Mexican-Americans, and 
Indians The textbooks have provided childreh with measurable 
unfavorable attitudinal perceptions of the three minority groups. 



(1) NO no questions in the text (the control condition), (2) ONR 
questions no review, whereirvthe segment of text and tbe question 
appeared on separate pages and subjects could not Ipok back or 
ahead, (3) QR questions review, wherein the segment and the 
question appeared on the same page and subjects could IpQk back in 
the segment for the answer and (4) QRW^questions revlew^rite, 
wherein the segment, the question and three lines appeared on the ^ 
same pag^ and subjects could look back in the text and write their 
answers on the lines provided. Subjects took a multiple choice test on 
each passage immediately aft^r reading and again two weeks later. 
Subjects were randomly assigned to one of four treatment orders 
such that each subject experienced &II four treatment conditions 
across the four experimental passages. 

Statistically significant jmain effects were noted for all three facfors 
tested with no significant interactions between the variables Further 
analyses produced reliable differences for the treatment conditions 
across subjects{good and poor readers) on short term and long term 
retention (constdeied togethei) and on short teim retention. Similar 
results were demonstrated for good readers on short term retention 
and on short term and long term retention (considered together). No 
significant effects were indicated for long term retention and no 
statistically significant differences appeared for the poor readers 
experiencing the various treatment conditions. A Schefffe multiple 
comparison test revealed that in all instances where significant 
differences appeared, the QRW (questions-review-write) treatment 
groups exceeded the NQ (no questions-control) treatment groups. 
The datarevealed.no significant differences between the other 
treatment conditions. 



THE DIFFERENTIAL EFFECTS OF INTERSPERSED 
QUESTIONS ON LEARNING FROM TEXT 

OrderNo. DA8214312 
Wood. KarenJ)*won, Ph.D. 't/nrvers/fyo/6eorg/a, 1982. 189pp. 
Directors: John E. Readence, George E. Mason 

Yhe pucpose of this study was to investigate the differential effects 
of forced aftd unforced attention to interspersed postquestions on the 
comprehension and retention of 103 seventh grade subjects. A 2 x 4 x 
2 analysis of variance with repeated measures was employed. The 
three factors were: (1) achievement level (good and poor readers), 
(2) treatment condition and (3) retention (short term and long term). 

Four passages, excerpted from content area textbooks on the , 
Georgia State-Approved Textbook List, were modified according to ^ 
the four treatment conditions. The treatment conditions were: ^ jj^ ^ 
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